THE QUEEN ADELAIDE FUND OF THE HANWELL LUNATIC ASYLUM.
This is a charity attached to the great Middlesex County Asylum, and was instituted for the relief of destitute patients at the time of their recovery. Its nature and object, and the great benefits it is calculated to afford to the unhappy subjects of it, are set forth so admirably in the following letter, that we are gratified in being able to give it extensive circulation in our pages; and are not without hopes that some of our readers may be induced by its perusal to contribute to the charity or to induce others to do so. We the more readily republish the letter that it contains some striking though brief illustrations of the causes and miserable consequences of insanity among the poorer classes:
"Dear Sir, Hanwell; February 3, 1840. " In the Report which I had lately the honour to lay before the visiting magistrates of the asylum, it was observed that the extreme poverty of some of the patients, and the certainty that on being discharged from the asylum they would return to a miserable home, and be exposed to many causes most likely to produce a relapse, sometimes occasioned hesitation respecting the propriety of sending them away, after they were sufficiently restored to reason to make their restoration to the ordinary habits of life desirable. 
